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Ryton-on-Tyne, 

April  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ryton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  4th  Annual  Report,  being  that 
for  the  year  1925,  and  Survey  Report  for  last  5  years. 

Population.  The  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General  for 
Birth  and  Death  Rate  is  15,600  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
previous  year  at  15,430. 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the 
area.  The  Ryton  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  North-west 
extremity  of  the  County  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Tyne,  on  the  south  and  east  by  tributaries  of  the  river  known 
as  the  local  burns,  the  Barlow  burn  and  the  Blaydon  burn 
which  separate  it  from  the  Blaydon  Urban  District,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Stanley  burn  which  is  also  the  boundary  between 
the  County  of  Northumberland. 

The  Urban  District  is  divided  into  three  wards,  named 
Ryton,  Crawcrook  and  Ryton  Woodside  ;  the  total  area  is 
5,218  acres  and  the  population  at  the  census  of  1921  was  14,263. 
The  Ryton  and  Crawcrook  wards  although  much  lower  than 
Greenside  (reaches  600  ft.)  and  the  country  south  of  them,  stand 
well  above  the  level  of  the  Tyne  which  is  about  a  mile  to  the 
north  at  Crawcrook  and  about  \  mile  at  Ryton,  and  have 
excellent  natural  drainage.  The  only  low-lying  part  of  the 
district  are  the  areas  near  to  the  river  at  Clara  Vale  and  at 
Ryton  Haughs  where  there  are  two  rows  of  houses  near 
Newburn  Bridge. 
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The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  agricultural  and  there 
is  one  Brick  Yard  and  a  few  Stone  Quarries,  but  most  of  the 
population  is  employed  at  the  Collieries  of  which  there  are 
five,  situated  at  Greenside,  Clara  Vale,  Barmoor,  Stargate  and 
Addison. 

The  soil  is  clay  and  sand. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  . estimated  at  2900 

No.  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  „  4207 

The  Rateable  value  is:  Poor  Rate  £ 77,359  and  the 
General  District  Rate  £64980;  and  the  sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  is  £270. 

Births.  The  total  number  of  births  was  324,  of  which 
162  were  males  and  162  females.  The  number  of  births  for 
1924  was  375,  and  for  1923,  350 — a  decrease  on  last  year  of  51. 
Of  the  total  births  16  were  illegitimate.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population  for  the  3rear,  it,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  182  as  against  the  natural  increase  for  the  previous 
year  of  223. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  2076  as  against  that 
for  1924  at  24*30  being  lower  than  the  birth  rate  for  the 
administrative  County  at  23*84,  though  higher  than  the  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  at  18*3 

Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  was  142,  consisting 
of  76  males  and  66  females,  corresponding  to  an  annual  death 
rate  of  9'10,  which  is  very  low.  For  the  previous  year  the 
number  of  deaths  was  152,  and  the  death  rate  9'85.  That  of 
the  administrative  County  was  12*66,  and  that  of  England  and 
Wales  12*2. 

Infantile  Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  registered 
under  one  year  was  24  consisting  of  11  males  and  13  females. 
The  infantile  death  rate  is  74  07,  that  of  the  county  is  101,  and 
that  of  England  and  Wales  75. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  were  11  in  number  as 
against  1  during  the  previous  year,  giving  a  Zymotic  mortality 
of  0'76,  comparing  favourably  with  the  county  rate  of  1*03. 
These  deaths  were  from  Scarlet  Fever,  3;  Whooping  Cough,  5; 
and  Measles  3.  Influenza  was  directly  responsible  for  4  deaths 
and  no  doubt  indirectly  responsible  for  some  of  the  11  deaths 
from  Pneumonia.  There  were  also  6  deaths  from  Bronchitis 
and  2  from  other  respiratory  diseases,  making  in  all  19  deaths 
from  respiratory  disease,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases  of  1*21. 
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Pulmonary  Phthisis  caused  3  deaths  as  against  7  in 
1924,  and  12  in  1923,  and  represents  a  phthisis  mortality  of 
0  19,  less  than  the  County  rate  of  088.  Other  tuberculosis 
disease  caused  5  deaths,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0'32.  The  total 
Tuberculosis  mortality  is  therefore  0'5l. 

Cancer  caused  11  deaths  as  against  17  in  1924,  and  16 
in  1923,  and  equal  to  a  Cancer  mortality  of  0  76. 

Heart  Disease  caused  13  deaths  and  Arterio  Sclerosis 
10,  giving  a  total  of  23  deaths  from  vascular  disease  and  a 
death  rate  of  1  *47. 

General  Statistics. 

The  total  area  of  the  district  in  acres  is  5,218. 

The  population  according  to  census  in  1921  was  14,263. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  a  survey  made  in  October 
1919  was  2,783  and  is  now  estimated  (1925)  at  3,185. 

The  number  of  separate  occupiers  or  families  in  1919  was  3,038, 
and  is  now  (1925j  believed  to  be  about  4,650. 

Poor  Law  Relief.  This  is  supplied  by  the  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officer  who  is  appointed  by  the  Gateshead  Guardians. 
The  Union  Hospital  is  at  Gateshead  and  freely  used.  The 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  also  attends  to  the  Special 
Surgical  and  Medical  Cases  as  the  need  arises.  During  the 
last  5  years  the  district  has  been  divided  into  two  by  the 
Guardians,  viz. :  Ryton  and  Chopwell,  previously  all  were 
attended  to  by  the  M.O.  for  Ryton.  This  division  was 
necessary  for  economy  in  working  and  owing  to  the  increased 
work  which  during  the  last  few  years  has  reached  enormous 
proportions. 

I  believe  there  is  a  scheme  now  under  consideration  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  include  this  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year 

already  given  in  full. 

Births,  Legitimate  308,  Illegitimate  16.  Total  M.  162,  F.  162  = 
323,  Birth  Rate,  2076. 

Deaths,  142.  Death  Rate,  9  10. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth,  Nil 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  ...  74'07 

Illegitimate  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  at  all  ages  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  ...  ..  Nil. 

There  has  been  during  the  year,  an  unusual  number  of 
deaths  from  violence,  viz. :  accidents  9,  found  drowned  1. 

4 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year.  5 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

deaths. 

Small  Pox 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Pa-a-Typhoid) 
Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Chicken  Pox  (20th  June  to  20th  Deo.) 
Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  |  M.  1  Total 

Non  Pulmonary  p  ’  j  Total 

92 

1 

4 

88 

3 

3 

58 

1 

4 

91 

2 

54 

1 

3 

1 

2 

254 

147 

7 

Cases 

V  ision 
Un¬ 
impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Notified 

T  rented 

at  Home  In  Hos. 

Vision 

impaired 

Deaths 

0 

0  J  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  'Tuberculosis  deaths  had.  not  been  notified,  the 
notification  of  Tuberculosis  throughout  the  district  is  not 
efficient,  especially  in  the  case  of  Tuberculous  Glands  in  the 
neck  which  frequently  escape  notification. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
under  the  respective  age  group. 


Table  of  Notification  at  Respective  Ages. 


Under 
1  year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65  & 
Over 

!  Total 

Death8| 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

6 

37 

27 

7 

5 

1 

88 

Diphtheria 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

3 

Small  Pox 

i 

1 

2 

1 

3 

9 

22 

15 

8 

14 

16 

92 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

5 

4 

1 

6 

36 

3 

58 

Pulmonary  T.B 

1 

1 

Other  T.  B. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Encephalitis 

Lethargieo 

1 

1 

1 

Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals,  etc. 

There  are  3  District  Nurses  in  the  area  who  attend  to 
the  patients  at  their  own  homes.  Two  of  these  are  provided 
by  the  Ryton  Nursing  Association  which  is  a  voluntary 
Association.  The  funds  are  provided  by  subscriptions  from 
the  general  public  and  by  the  miners  of  the  different  collieries 
who  allow  deductions  to  be  made  from  their  payments  period¬ 
ically  for  that  purpose.  The  owners  of  the  Stella  Collieries 
also  contribute  liberally,  the  Gateshead  Guardians  give  an 
annual  donation  and  the  Durham  County  Council  give  a 
subsidy.  In  addition  to  the  general  Nurses,  the  Nursing 
Association  also  provides  2  Maternity  Nurses  both  of  whom 
are  Certified  Midwives,  and  for  each  of  these  the  Durham 
County  Council  gives  a  subsidy.  In  Maternity  Cases  the 
Nursing  Association  charges  a  fee  of  £\  Is.  Od.  per  case  which 
materially  helps  the  funds.  In  needful  cases  the  Midwife  can 
obtain  the  service  of  a  Doctorby  sending  a  special  form.  The 
County  Council  pays  the  fee  in  these  cases.  In  the  Greenside 
area  the  miners  themselves  have  a  Nursing  Committee  and  out 
of  their  own  subscriptions  provide  and  pay  for  a  General 
District  Nurse  and  a  Midwife  for  their  own  use,  in  the  latter 
case  the  Durham  County  Council  paying  a  subsidy.  There 
are,  therefore,  3  District  Nurses  and  3  Midwives  working  in 
the  district,  all  fully  qualified  and  thoroughly  competent,  and 
the  Nursing  of  the  district  is  very  efficiently  carried  out. 

There  is  no  Maternity  or  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  the 
district,  nor  School  Clinic,  Tuberculosis  or  Venereal  Disease 
Centre.  There  is  a  Health  Visitor  whojdevotes  her  whole 
time  to  the  work  of  the  district  and  attends  to  the  Child 
Welfare  Work,  School  Children  and  Tuberculosis  cases. 

The  nearest  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  at  Whickham, 
about  5  miles  distant,  but  it  is  expected  that  at  Blaydon,  2  to 
3  miles  distant,  there  will  soon  be  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
and  there  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  there  now. 

The  treatment  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  carried  out  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Durham  County  Council  which  also  makes 
itself  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  other  than 
Home  Treatment. 

Hospital  Provision.  The  only  hospital  for  this  district 
is  the  Conjoint  Hospital  at  Normans  Riding  near  Winlaton, 
for  the  treatment  of  the  ordinary  Infectious  Diseases.  This 
receives  patients  from  the  three  district  council  areas  of  Ryton, 
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Blaydon  and  YVhickham  and  is  supported  by  these  District 
Councils.  The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Conjoint 
Hospital  during  the  year  was  56. 

Small  Pox.  T  he  Small  Fox  Hospital  is  situated  at 
Sealburns  but  in  recent  years  has  been  used  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  as  a  Sanatorium  for  T.B.  patients.  In  June 
1925  owing  to  a  serious  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  in  this  and  the 
adjoining  districts  the  Hospital  was  reclaimed  from  the 
County  Council  (as  per  agreement)  for  the  use  of  the 
Small  Pox  patients  for  which  it  was  originally  intended  and 
built.  Owing  to  the  enormous  number  of  cases  the  over-flow 
cases  had  to  be  sent  to  Shincliffe,  Birtley  Black  Fell  and 
Normans  Riding  Hospitals. 

Sanatoria  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  diseases  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  available  for  patients 
from  any  part  of  the  County  according  to  vacancies  of  beds. 
They  are  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  County — Wolsingham, 
Stanhope,  Lanchester  and  Hebbum. 

The  approximate  number  of  beds  available  is  450  and 
the  demand  for  them  is  greater  than  the  supply,  though  on  the 
whole  the  accommodation  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  patients 
do  not  as  a  rule  have  to  wait  long  for  admission. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  or  homeless  children  other  than 
the  Workhouse ;  but  the  “  Princess  Mary”  Maternity  Hospital 
admits  unmarried  mothers. 

Ambulance  Facilities  for  infectious  cases  are  provided 
by  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee,  who  have  2  motor  ambulances 
and  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  by  the  District 
Council  who  also  have  a  motor  ambulance  for  that  purpose.  The 
Stella  Coal  Co.  also  provide  an  ambulance  for  accident  cases 
that  happen  to  the  workmen  of  their  own  collieries.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  the  miners  at  Stargate  Colliery  have 
provided  an  up-to-date  motor  ambulance  in  connection  with 
their  Welfare  Scheme. 

Laboratory  Work.  The  County  Council  of  Durham 
have  an  arrangement  with  the  Bacteriological  Department  of 
the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  by  which  Pathological  and 
Bacteriological  examinations  can  be  obtained  free  of  cost  to 
the  patient  or  practitioner.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied 
on  request  to  any  practitioner  who  desires  it.  These  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  in  operation  now  for  many  years  and  have 
been  of  great  advantage. 
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During  the  year  16  specimens  have  been  sent  for 
examination  consisting  of — 

Diphtheria  5  cases  which  0  were  positive  and  5  negative 

Tuberculosis  1 1  ,,  1  „  „  10  „ 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regulations 
relating  to  the  Public  Health,  in  foice  in  the  district,  with 
date  of  adoption. 

Date  of  Adoption. 


Public  Health  Acta  Amendment  Act,  1890  Parts  II  &  III 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  . 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 

Part  II  Sections  15,  16,  17,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24, 

25,  27,  30,  31,  32,  33  . 

Part  III  „  34,  35,.  36,  37.  38,  43,  44,  45,  46 

Part  IV  ,,  52  53,  54,  55,  56,  57.  58,  59, 

60  62,  63,  64,  66,  67,  68 


Part  III 
Part  VIII 
Part  VIII 


.89.  46.  41,  42 
87,  88,  89  .  . 
90 . . 


Rye-laws  with  respect  to 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ... 
Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings 
Nuisances 


Slaughter  Mouses 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of 
more  than  one  family  ... 

New  Buildings,  ..i 

New  Tenement  Houses  ..  ... 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures 
Charges  for  the  use  of  the  Cemetery 

Regulations  with  regard  to 

Dairies.  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  Orders, 

1885  and  1836  . 

R’  ton  Cemetery 


Nov.  I,  1896 
Jan.  1,  1913 


Mar.  15,  1909 
do 

do 

Mar.  25,  1912 
do 

Dec.  19,  1908 


May  14,  1902 
do 
do 
do 

do 

Feb.  13,  1924 
July  13,  1910 
Sept.  9.  1903 
Jan.  12,  1921 


June  1.  1888 
Mar.  9,  1921 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION, 

The  work  done  m  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  department 
during  the  year  has  been  actively  carried  out,  and  the  details 
will  be  found  in  the  Tabular  Statement  appended,  The 
number  of  closets  on  the  Conservancy  system  is  19  less,  some 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  substitution, 
whenever  practicable  of  water  closets,  while  58  of  the  new 
houses  that  have  been  built  have  been  provided  with  water 
closets,  and  baths  with  hot  and  cold  water. 


During  the  year  14  ashpit  privies  have  been  converted 
into  ash  closets,  5  privies  to  water  closets,  and  2  ash  closets  to 
water  closets.  I ' here  are  now  in  the  district  1,335  water  closets 
as  against  1,257  in  1924,  1,461  ash  closets  as  against  1,446  and 
386  ashpit  privies  as  against  405. 


Scavenging.  The  whole  of  the  Scavenging  of  the 
district  is  nov  done  by  the  Council  direct,  9  horses  and  carts 
being  employed,  and  the  refuse  tipped  in  old  quarries,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  district  is  practically 
continuous.  The  inspection  of  places  where  food  is  prepared. 
eg.  bakehouses,  sausage  making,  fish  and  chip  shops,  etc, 
takes  place  regularly  and  these  are  found  to  be  kept  clean  and 
orderly.  There  are  14  slaughter  houses,  all  licensed,  through¬ 
out  the  district,  which  are  inspected  regularly  and  frequently 
and  which  are  kept  clean. 

Meat  Inspection.  The  inspection  of  all  carcases  is 
regularly  carried  out  at  the  time  of  slaughter  as  far  as  possible, 
but  no  arrangements  have  been  made  for  meat  marking  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regns  1924.  An  average  of  8  pigs,  76 
sheep  and  20  oxen  are  inspected  each  week  and  during  the  past 
year  4  carcases  of  beef  and  1  of  mutton  were  surrendered 
voluntarily  for  destruction.  All  condemned  meat  is  burnt  at 
the  colliery  furnaces  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regns  1924  have  been  well 
observed  by  the  butchers  in  general.  No  meat  is  sold  from 
stalls,  and  shops  stores  and  vehicles  are  on  the  whole  fairly 
satisfactory. 


There  is  no  public  slaughter  house  in  the  district. 
Statement  of  Private  Slaughter  Houses. 


1920 

Jan.  1925 

Dec.  1925 

Registered 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Licensed 

16 

13 

14 

Total 

16 

13 

14 

Other  Foods.  Systematic  inspection  of  shops,  stores, 
etc.,  where  tinned  foods,  etc.  are  sold  is  carried  out. 

There  are  2  bakeries  in  the  district  which  are  frequently 
inspected  and  are  kept  very  clean,  orderly  and  up-to-date  in 
their  general  arrangements. 

Bread  baking,  sale  of  foods  in  back-to-back  houses  is 
carried  on  but  with  the  advent  of  P.H.  Act  1925  steps  will  be 
taken  to  prevent  this  which  is  most  undesirable  in  houses 
which  in  some  cases  are  overcrowded  and  are  not  properly 
ventilated  and  business  is  carried  on  in  a  sleeping  room. 

The  Disinfection  of  Houses  is  carried  out  personally 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  use  of  the  Formalin  Spray.  Dur. 
ing  the  year  194  houses  and  4  schools  have  been  done.  The 
bedding  and  clothes  of  the  persons  removed  to  the  Conjoint 
Hospital  are  taken  there  and  disinfected  by  Steam  Disinfection, 
in  other  cases  their  cleansing  is  carried  out  at  home. 
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In  all  cases  disinfectants  are  gratuitously  supplied 
by  the  Council. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  the  Milk  suppfy,  and  Cow- 
byres  and  Dairies  are  regularly  and  frequently  inspected,  and 
several  improvements  to  both  have  been  effected.  Milk  is  now 
abundant  and  of  good  quality.  The  Durham  County  Council 
frequently  has  samples  taken  and  examined.  The  regulations 
as  to  Tuberculosis  in  Cattle  and  Milk  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Council. 

The  regulations  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs,  &c., 
are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  obtained  from 
the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Water  Co.  The  water  is  of  good 
quality,  continuous  and  plentiful.  In  several  of  the  older  parts 
of  the  district  the  water  is  delivered  to  stand-pipes  at  intervals 
in  the  back  street,  but  they  are  being  gradually  done  away 
with  and  the  water  laid  on  to  each  house.  During  the  last 
5  years  water  mains  to  the  extent  of  about  7,761  lineal  yards 
have  been  laid  on  to  your  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  The  are  none  in  the 
district. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The  sewage  of 
the  district  is  discharged  direct  into  the  1  yne  by  three  main 
outfalls.  One  receives  the  sewage  of  Ryton,  one  that  of  Craw- 
crook  and  Clara  Vale,  while  the  last  disposes  of  the  sewage  of 
Greenside,  Stargate,  Crookhill  and  Addison.  There  is  also  a 
smaller  outfall  near  Newburn  Bridge  which  takes  the  sewage 
of  Algernon  Terrace  and  Norman  Street.  The  sewers,  I  am 
informed,  are  principally  9  inch  and  15  inch  but  some  are  6 
inch  ;  the  gradients  are  self  cleaning,  and  automatic  flushing 
tanks  at  the  head  of  the  sewers  and  flushing  shafts  and  man¬ 
holes  are  provided  at  intervals.  The  means  of  ventilation  are 
principally  by  shafts  but  there  are  still  a  number  of  sewer 
ventilators  on  the  road  level.  As  the  water-carriage  system  is 
being  generally  adopted  throughout  the  district,  the  sewers,  I 
understand,  are  inadequate.  The  Council  is  now  considering 
a  scheme  for  the  resewering  of  the  oistrict. 

Schools.  1  he  schools  are  all  modern  and  sanitary  with 
a  good  water  supply  with  the  exception  cf  Thorpe  and  Cath¬ 
olic  School,  Crawcrook.  1'his  school  I  understand  has  to  come 
down  for  a  road  widening  scheme  and  a  new  one  has  to  be  built 

Schools.  Thorp  School,  Ryton.  These  premises  are 
old  and  out  of  date  as  far  as  educational  facilities  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Dampness  in  the  walls  has  caused  the  gable  at  the 
North  end  of  the  East  room  to  move  causing  a  fall  of  the 
plaster. 
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Tlie  heating  is  totally  inadequate,  a  small  coke-stove  in 
each  room  is  all  that  is  provided  to  heat  the  premises.  The  un¬ 
satisfactory  character  of  the  heating  of  the  Mixed  School  in 
winter  is  one  that  calls  for  immediate  attention. 

Perhaps  the  blackest  of  all  the  bad  features  of  these 
premises  is  the  size  and  condition  of  the  playgrounds.  After 
rains  the  boys’  playground  becomes  a  lake  through  which  the 
boys  are  compelled  to  wade  to  find  the  exit  from  the  yard, 

I  he  repeated  laying  of  ashes  does  not  abate  the  nuisance  but 
on  the  other  hand  gives  rise  to  another,  for  the  ashes  are  trod 
into  School  in  damp  and  blown  into  it  in  windy  weather. 

1  he  Education  Authority  is  well  aware  of  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  condition  of  these  premises  as  also  is  the  Board  of 
Education  but  the  repeated  postponements  and  delays  in  either 
improving  defects  or  supplying  new  and  better  premises  cannot 
be  considered  satisfactory  and  great  pressure  should  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  those  responsible  to  see  that  something  is 
done  immediately  to  improve  the  School  conditions  in  the 
village.  It  is  understood  that  the  plans  are  being  prepared  for 
a  new  building  on  the  site  west  of  the  school.  Perhaps  the 
authorities  could  be  urged  to  expedite  this  work  and  hasten 
this  building  which  would  clear  up  the  whole  unsatisfactory 
situation. 

Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (part  time)  and  a  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector  who 
has  a  certificate  of  Competency  from  the  Royal  Sanitary  In¬ 
stitute.  The  Health  Visitor  (whole  time)  is  appointed  by  the 
Durham  County  Council. 

Housing.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  of  modern 
construction  and  most  of  them  well  built ;  the  new  streets  are 
well-planned  and  there  is  practically  no  crowding  of  houses 
into  confined  yards  and  courts.  In  addition  the  district  enjoys 
the  natural  advantages  of  being  situated  on  rising  ground  and 
in  being  surrounded  by  open  country.  On  the  other  hand  there 
are  still  many  unmade  streets  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition  ; 
much  of  the  older  property  is  defective  in  one  way  or  another. 
Many  of  the  conveniences  are  still  ashpit-privies,  but  the 
majority  of  new  houses  are  provided  with  Water  Closets. 
Lastly  there  is  still  a  scarcity  of  houses  in  the  district  and 
overcrowding  exists. 

Shortagk.  In  1919  there  was  a  shortage  of  500  houses 
(a)  with  a  population  of  about  13,830  Since  then  there 

have  been  built  495  New  Houses. 
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There  have  been  about  16  condemned,  with  a 
population  now  of  about  15,600-  I  estimate  there  is 
still  about  a  shortage  of  some  300  houses. 

(b)  Subsidy  is  being  granted  to  builders  and  others  to 
encourage  them  to  build  houses  and  a  few  are  being 
built  on  the  payment  by  the  Council  of  £75  per  house, 
but  the  cost  of  land,  building  etc.  is  still  too  high  to  make 
building  profitable. 

Moderate  progress  in  the  building  of  new  houses  has  been 
made  during  the  year.  There  have  been  erected  61  new  houses 
and  3  huts  making  of  64. 

30  of  the  above  have  been  erected  by  the  Council. 
Private  enterprise  is  providing  a  few  houses  under  the  subsidy. 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses.  The  total  number  of 
dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  was  64,  and  under  Housing  Acts  140,  making  a 
total  of  204. 

2.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
1910,  was  60. 

3.  The  number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation 

was  6. 

4.  The  number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  was  .  ...  ...  58 

II.  The  number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 

without  Service  of  formal  notice  was  ...  ...  69 

III.  A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919 

1.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  was  ...  48 

2.  Number  rendered  fit 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

3.  Numbei  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 

Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remed¬ 
ied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 
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2.  Number  rendered  fit 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  88  of  Housing,  &c.,  Acts, 
1909. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  houses  of  which  closing  orders  made  6 

3.  Number  determined  but  houses  rendered  fit  0 

4.  Number  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

5.  Number  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Overcrowding.  Extent.  The  overcrowding  I  estimate  to 
about  the  extent  of  1800,  or  to  2,000  persons. 

II.  The  causes  I  do  not  think  are  difficult  to  explain. 
During  the  five  years  work  has  been  fairly  good  and  continuous. 
This  has  produced  a  considerable  amount  of  immigration  to  the 
district,  so  that  the  new  houses  have  been  all  taken  up  and 
most  of  them  are  sublet.  No  doubt  a  cause  of  the  subletting  is 
the  difficulty  in  paying  the  high  rent  required  and  the 
increasingly  heavy  rates  make  it  impossible  for  working  people 
to  pay  them. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  with  the  present  rate  of  wages  and 
the  still  too  high  cost  of  living,  how  this  is  to  be  avoided. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  housing  schemes  the  Council  are 
taking  in  hand  to  relieve  the  overcrowding  in  the  District  and 
several  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice  during  1925,  but  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  houses  and  the  high  rents  and  rates  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  working  man  to  take  a  self-contained 
house  for  himself  and  family. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  are  dampness 
caused  by  defective  eaves,  gutters,  etc.,  lack  of  impervious 
paving,  defective  plaster  on  walls  etc.  (usually  caused  by  the 
tenant)  and  broken  waste  pipes  from  scullery  sinks. 

Many  of  the  Colliery  houses  at  Addison  and  Emma  are 
back  to  back  and  consist  of  a  Kitchen  and  one  bedroom 
which  are  not  properly  lighted  or  ventilated,  no  steps  have  been 
taken  to  deal  with  these  owing  to  the  present  shortage  of  houses. 
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Tenement  Houses  Spencers  buildings  (3  floors).  No 
thro’  Vent.,  insufficiently  lighted,  no  proper  water  supply  or 
means  of  disposing  of  slop  water  except  in  a  common  yard,  no 
proper  pantries,  and  these  tenements  are  mostly  overcrowded  ; 
this  property  is  about  the  worst  in  the  District  and  the  question 
of  closing  orders  should  be  considered. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  streets,  back 
streets,  etc.  there  is  still  great  need  for  improvement.  I  may 
remind  you  that  the  back  streets  at  Crookhill  and  Crawcrook 
are  still  unattended  to  although  their  defects  have  been 
brought  to  your  notice  for  several  years.  The  back  streets  at 
May  and  Ivy  Avenue  are  now  paved.  The  main  road 
improvement  throughout  the  district  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  is  almost  completed. 

I  append  the  Statistical  Table  sent  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  the  Statement  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  considering  the  chief  points  of  interest  in  the  health 
conditions  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  District  one  might 
summarise  them  up  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Population  which  in  1921  was  estimated  at 
14,520  has  steadily  increased  to  the  present  year  when  it  is 
now  estimated  at  15,600. 

2.  The  Total  No.  of  births  in  1921  was  409  and  the 
birthrate  was28‘16.  This  has  steadily  decreased  till  in  the 
present  year  it  was  324  and  the  birth  rate  2076.  This  decrease 
is  general  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  and  is  probably  due 
to  contra-ceptive  methods  which  have  been  so  prominently 
brought  forward  in  recent  years. 

The  Health  Rate.  Although  the  no.  of  deaths  and 
the  death  rate  had  begun  to  decrease  considerably  in  1921  the 
decrease  has  continued.  Thus  in  1921  the  No.  of  deaths  was 
144  and  the  death  rate  9.91  while  in  1925  it  was  142  and  the 
death  rate  9.10  contrasting  favourably  with  the  county  rate  of 
12.66  and  the  all  England  rate  of  12.2  in  1925. 

4.  Infantile  Death.  The  No.  of  deaths  registered 
under  1  year  in  1921  was  32  and  the  infantile  death  rate  78‘23 
and  in  1925  the  number  of  deaths  was  240,  an  infantile  death 
rate  of  74  07.  This  reduction  in  the  infant  mortality  has 
been  very  remarkable,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that 
20  years  ago  it  was  184  for  every  1000  born. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  largely  due  to  the 
interest  in  preventative  measures  and  to  the  exellent  work 
done  by  the  Health  Visitor,  Pre-natal,  Child  Welfare  Centres 
and  district  nurses. 

I'he  Combined  effort  of  all  these  and  other  agencies  has 
been  a  remarkable  saving  of  infant  life. 

1  am  sure  with  the  advent  of  trained  midwives  we  may 
look  forward  to  a  still  further  saving  of  infant  life  and  a 
lowering  of  the  Maternal  Mortality. 

5.  Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease  shows  an  equally 
remarkable  diminution.  For  instance.  Typhoid  Fever  has 
almost  disappeared  during  the  last  5  years,  in  that  period 
there  has  been  6  notified  and  1  death.  These  cases  were 
sporadic.  Scarlet  fever  has  been  fairly  prevalent  but  of  a  very 
mild  character.  In  the  five  years  from  1921,  355  cases  were 
notified  with  only  3  deaths  so  that  Scarlet  Fever  from  being 
one  of  the  most  fatal  of  the  diseases  of  childhood  now 
occupies  a  very  subordinate  place,  but  on  the  other  hand 
measles  has  beeu  increasing  in  fatality  and  has  become  along 
with  whooping  cough  the  most  fatal  disease  of  childhood. 
Diptheria  has  shown  a  marked  decline  both  in  the  number  of 
cases  and  the  fatality.  In  these  5  years  there  were  22  notified 
with  out a]death  attributable  to  the  comparative  mildnessof  the 
disease  and  to  the  universal  use  of  Anti-Toxin  as  soon  as  the 
disease  is  detected. 

There  has  been  no  use  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick 
tests  in  Diptheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively. 

Smai.l-pox.  The  past  year  has  been  distinguished  by 
an  outbreak  of  Small-pox  after  its  disappearance  for  more  than 
20  years.  This  is  result,  no  doubt,  of  the  increasing  neglect  of 
vaccination  from  year  to  year.  The  cases  were  mostly  of  a 
mild  type  and  there  were  no  fatalities,  at  the  same  time  some 
of  the  cases  were  fairly  severe  and  at  least  two  of  them  assumed 
an  almost  confluent  type. 

The  usual  precautions  were  taken  and  no  case  occurred 
in  any  freshly  vaccinated  person.  Altogether  92  cases  were 
notified. 

Primary  vaccinations  during  the  year  numbered  1671, 
and  re- vaccinations,  691.  The  district  is  now  better  vaccinated 
than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 
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In  concluding  the  report,  I  should  like  to  congratulate 
your  council  on  the  general  all  round  improvement  in  the 
health  of  the  district  and  in  its  sanitary  conditions.  This  is 
no  doubt  due  to  the  efficiency  with  which  the  various  sanitary 
agencies  have  carried  out  their  work,  resulting  in  a  diminished 
mortality  and  especially  infantile  mortality,  and  a  much 
lower  mortality  from  the  various  infectious  diseases. 

The  same  agencies  at  work  are  no  doubt  responsible  for 
the  improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  that  are  taking 
place  throughout  the  whole  country  and  one  may  expect  with 
their  continuation  in  the  future  still  further  improvements 
will  take  place,  and  that  the  health  of  the  community  and  the 
expectation  of  life  already  begun  will  go  on  increasing. 

In  concluding,  I  can  only  reiterate  my  appreciation  of 
the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and 
the  7.eal,  energy,  and  tact  with  which  they  carry  out  their 
work. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  SMITH 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  done  in  the  SANITARY 
I NSPECTOR' c  DEP  ARTMEN  7  during  the  year  1925 


N  umber 

Number 

of 

of 

Number 

1 

Informal 

Formal 

of 

Public  Health  Acts 

written 

Notices 

nuisances 

General  Remarks 

Notices 

by  order 

abated 

by 

of 

after 

Inspector 

Authority. 

Notice. 

FouNJonditions 

1 

1 

Structural  Defects 

23 

16 

21 

Overcrowding 

... 

. .  . 

Lodging  Houses 

■  .  . 

None  in  District 

Dairies, Milkshops  &.  0 owshede 

8 

2 

8 

Bakehouses 

1 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

6 

6 

Ashpits  and  privies 

24 

12 

21 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

6 

2 

6 

The  most  of  the 

Waterclosets 

7 

4 

7 

time  of  the  Sanitary 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

18 

10 

16 

Inspector  was  taken 

House  Drainage — 

up  in  stoving  houses 

Defective  Traps 

11 

8 

11 

and  schools  and 

Other  faults, 

9 

6 

8 

tracing  Small-Pox 

Water  Supply 

3 

.  •  • 

3 

contacts  from  June 

Pigsties 

2 

.  •  • 

2 

to  December. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

Other  Nuisances 

9 

8 

Totals  - 

128 

60 

119 

No. 

Water,  Food,  and  Drugs 

— 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  - 

- 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  food 

5 

4  Carcases  of  Beef 

1  ,,  ,,  Mutton 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling 

Surrendered  voluntarily 

Unwholesome  Food 

- 

- 

— 

Samples  of  Food  &  Drugs  taken  for  Analy 

sis 

— 

Doue  by  County  Counoil 

Precautions  against  Infectious 

No. 

Diseases. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  etoved  or  destroyed 

4 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 

194 

Small-Pox  92  cases 

Schools  do. 

do. 

5 

Prosecutions  for*  exposure  of  infected 

persons  or  things 

- 

- 

— 

Convictions  for  do. 

do. 

” 

General. 

« 

No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

64 

No.  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year 

64 

Ashpit  privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

14 

do.  do.  Water-closets 

5 

Ash-closets  do.  do. 

2 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  district 

13351 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  district 

1461  V 

Approximate 

Total  number  of  Ash-pit  Privies  in  district 

386  J 
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